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1. WHAT – Open Data Spatial Platform for Land Governance

2. WHY – GIS for Non-GIS-Experts

3. HOW | The Backend – Managing Different Data Types

4. HOW | The Frontend – Understanding Data & Using Layers

5. VIEWER – Prototype preview

6. WHAT’S NEXT?– Stay tuned!
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WHAT

Open data spatial platform for land governance

• The Land Portal pioneered the open data revolution 

in the land sector and is committed to building an 

inclusive information ecosystem for a better land 

governance at the local and global level

The Land Portal spatial platform enables non-GIS-experts 

to combine, analyse and map large portions of data 

• To reach this ambitious goal we joined forces with partners with 

different operational and advisory roles:



WHAT

Open data spatial platform for land governance

• The Land Portal data approach is based on:

✓State of the art Linked Open Data (LOD) technology & standards

✓Full and free access to up-to-date data and metadata

✓Great variety and flexibility in handling different data types

✓Data in perspective, data for all

With the Land Portal spatial platform we want to 

replicate the success of our existing data repository, 

extending our data model and approach to different 

types of spatial data

• Laura Meggiolaro, 

• Land Portal Coordinator

“

”



WHY

GIS for non-GIS-experts

Closing the gap between people and GIS data

• As the current big data revolution provides an 

unprecedented amount of land-related data, a new 

demand for spatial data emerges from an increasingly 

wide and diverse range of stakeholders in the land 

sector.  Yet, land-related data often remains fragmented 

and hard to access, with spatial data typically being 

produced and disseminated only within a small niche of 

GIS experts



Visualising land governance data across the globe

• Addressing with limited resources the key land issues of 

the 21st century  and realising the SDGs development 

agenda, require the harmonisation and the coordination 

of actions and policies both at the local and at the 

global level. To do so, the actors involved in land 

governance at all levels must be able to look at relevant 

data and information at different levels of spatial 

disaggregation. 

WHY 

Land governance data in scale



HOW | The architecture



• Flexible and smart data management system handling a 
variety of different data types: not only explicit spatial 
dataset, but also survey data & other data types containing 
useful but unstructured spatial information

HOW | The Backend

Managing Different Data Types

We want to deal with complexity in the back-end of the 

platform, providing a ready-to-use and hassle-free 

spatial tool to our diverse community of users

• Marcello De Maria, 

• Land Portal Data Analyst

“
”



• Thanks to the back-end data management system, the end 
users of the platform will access ready-to-use, accurate, 
complete and up-to-date layers of land governance 
information from a variety of sources

• The front-end main components are:

✓Guide / How to / Help sections

✓Searchable catalog of indicators organised by themes, regions 
and datasets

✓Viewer – allowing for real-time data visualisation and analysis of 
multiple layers, with immediate access to curated metadata

HOW | The Frontend

Understanding Data & Layers

Users need to understand the meaning of the data 

they are looking at, they do not necessarily need 

to know the technical definition of GIS or layer 

“



2D Viewer 

Prototype

3D Viewer 

Prototype

Viewer prototype preview 



Viewer prototype preview 

Zoom inside a 

country and see 

how data are 

distributed among 

the different 

regions





CONCEPT

July 2018
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Sept – Dec 
2018
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DEVELOPMENT

Jan – May 2019

TESTING

May – June 
2019

UPGRADING

Jul – Oct 2019

RELEASE

Nov – Dec 
2019

WHAT’S NEXT? 

Stay tuned!

• We will soon start the prototype testing!

Do you want to help us by providing your feedback? 

Write to hello@landportal.info

mailto:hello@landportal.info?subject=Land Portal Spatial Platform Testing




Thank you for listening

More info: Laura Meggialaro


